
February 3, 2011 

 

Ms. Zaundra D. Jackson, 

Phillips 66 Aviation Brand Coordinator 

Houston, TX 77079 

 

Dear Ms. Jackson: 

 

I hope that you will enjoy reading this letter as much as I had in pulling these facts 

together.  I am writing ConocoPhillips on behalf of my friend, pilot Arnold Zimmerman 

of Downers Grove, IL—a longtime Phillips 66 Aviation products advocate and customer.  

He has had a sponsorship from Phillips 66 in the past, and the company has used him to 

promote its products and highlight its participation in aviation events. Arnie is a well-

known flyer, and that is simply because he has nurtured and grown a great dedication to 

general aviation that has endured for over five decades. In May 2010, he was inducted 

into the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame in honor of his 55 years of humanitarian efforts in 

aviation. 

 

The best way to introduce you to Arnie is by way of this letter and the attached photos, 

published articles and information that shows him doing what he loves most—giving 

free airplane rides to everyone who asks him for one.  

 

His readiness to share the gift of flight with others “infects” his passengers with the 

excitement, romance and allure of flying for the pure pleasure of it. Nowhere is this 

more apparent than during EAA's annual AirVenture Oshkosh—that exciting, week-long 

aviation event held in late-July. During that time you will find Arnie Zimmerman flying 

his Breezy in the pattern, or taxiing to the flight line to pick up or drop off excited 

passengers.  He flies literally all day, for the entire week of the convention.  

 

Here’s the clincher: Arnie has never charged anyone for giving an airplane ride or 

accepted money from a passenger—and it's been that way for the past 21 years. 2011 

marks his 22nd year of offering free airplane rides at Oshkosh. And that’s not counting 

the thousands of youngsters he’s flown as Young Eagles at Clow Airport in Bolingbrook, 

IL, ever since the EAA Young Eagles Program began back in 1992.  

 

With that introduction comes my request: That ConocoPhillips grant a Phillips 66 

Aviation Fuel sponsorship to Arnold Zimmerman for the week of EAA AirVenture 

Oshkosh 2011, and succeeding years.  

 

At EAA AirVenture 2000, Arnie Zimmerman, Brig. Gen. Chuck Yeager and Mr. Al Neary 

received the Phillips 66 Leadership Award. Subsequently, Phillips provided the fuel for 

Arnie for AirVenture during 2000, 2001 and 2002. Arnie puts approximately 30 to 40 

flying hours on his aircraft during Oshkosh week, using approximately 120 to 140 gallons 

of fuel.  
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Phillips 66 and Arnie have had numerous, enjoyable associations, and it was a wonderful 

humanitarian gesture on the part of Phillips to provide his fuel for those three years. 

Arnie also proudly displays the famous Phillips 66 Aviation logo on both sides of his 

Breezy, as shown in the attached.  

 

Subsequently, Phillips Petroleum became ConocoPhillips and for the past eight years, 

Arnie has been assuming all costs associated with fuel and oil for every hour that his 

Breezy flies—a fairly substantial financial undertaking for a one-person, grassroots 

effort. 

 

Please browse through the enclosed photos, stories, ads and articles. Arnie is featured 

front and center on a 2-page magazine spread in the Official Program for EAA 

AirVenture 2010, taxiing a passenger in his Breezy. The photo of him alongside Brig. 

Gen. Chuck Yeager was taken at the Phillips 66 Leadership award presentation. Another 

page, the cover of FAA’s magazine, “R&D Review,” features Arnie on final approach to 

Wittman Field’s Runway 36 during AirVenture, with an FAA photographer as his 

passenger.  You'll also read newsletter and magazine articles about his Illinois Aviation 

Hall of Fame induction last year, and even find him featured in a Dutch air show 

publication.  

 

Arnie has flown people of all walks and ages in his Breezy at Oshkosh. One passenger 

was a Russian cosmonaut, who had a turn at the controls of the aircraft in the pattern at 

AirVenture! And speaking of honors—one of the greatest ever received by Arnie came 

by way of a changed life. Years ago, he met a young man, Joe Kenahan, and gave him a 

Young Eagle flight. That kindled a fire for aviation in Joe and the two began a friendship 

based on kindred aviation spirits. A few years later, Joe even flew home with Arnie in 

the Breezy from Oshkosh, a breathtaking adventure in the open-cockpit aircraft—then 

went on to obtain his private pilot’s license. This year, Joe graduates from Stanford 

University and is vying for a career in aerospace. Here is a young man who has grown in 

his love for aviation and is now taking it seriously as a life commitment.  That wouldn’t 

have happened without Arnie’s availability and commitment to people and aviation.  

 

The lives of young people like Joe are proof that what Arnie does at Oshkosh is so 

essential. Everybody wins in this game… Arnie shares what he loves, boys like Joe 

Kenahan catch that vision, own it, and take it to the next level—and change the world. 

Whatever Joe ultimately chooses to do for his career will have had an original spark 

from Arnie Zimmerman, who was willing to give a boy a free ride in his airplane. And 

that’s the best kind of role model.   

 

It is my sincere hope that Arnie will be given an assist from ConocoPhillips in order to 

continue unabated in his humanitarian effort. If one young person is moved to pursue a   
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lifetime commitment to aviation, is that not a positive force for good in the world? 

People with passion can do extraordinary things, and unfettered vision gives them the 

energy to make incredible contributions to industry and the world community. And in 

his corner of the world, Arnie plays a strategic role, nurturing that vision through the 

simple, generous gesture of a free airplane ride.  

 

ConocoPhillips has a unique opportunity to partner with Arnie Zimmerman in changing 

lives. Granted his activities don’t center upon mass transportation, performing cutting-

edge research into new energy technologies, or providing the military with needed 

resources to carry on strategic, tactical operations in far-off fields of conflict. Arnie’s 

strategic operation is simply to fly, and share that passion. His mission is to introduce 

people to an exciting world filled with possibilities—and that changes lives one 

passenger at a time. It’s also a lot of fun and quite exciting for the passengers.  

 

I believe that Arnie’s value within the aviation community was most aptly summed up in 

2010 by an inscription made in granite, and paved into a commemorative walkway 

under the Brown Arch at EAA's convention grounds in Oshkosh. It reads,  

 

"Arnie Zimmerman... You have touched the lives of thousands, young and old, by 

giving them the simple but precious gift of an airplane ride. Thank you for sharing the 

magic of flight here at Oshkosh in your homebuilt ‘Breezy.’" 

 

Will you join Arnie in his continuing effort to carry on the legacy he so willingly and 

energetically supports... the gift of flight? The integrity of the Phillips 66 Aviation brand 

is already a significant part of that legacy. Please consider this request to sponsor Arnie 

during each week of EAA's AirVenture Oshkosh, beginning this year. I know that Arnie 

would be gratified to learn of your desire to be there alongside him on the flight line at 

Oshkosh, with a Phillips 66 Aviation fuel sponsorship.  

 

Thank you for your respectful consideration of this request; I look forward to your reply. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
David E. Kent 

EAA # 165333 

FAA Cert. # 2695995 























Arnie proudly displays Phillips 66 Aviation Fuel
 decals on his Breezy, N3AZ, as shown

 in this photograph...





During  AirVenture Oshkosh 2010, the EAA permanently
displayed this plaque underneath its Brown Arch among
the greats of aviation who are commemorated there.

These plaques are there to honor men and women who love 
aviation and who have contributed to the legacy of flying,
knowing that they have a duty to see that the public benefits 
by it, and continues to be thrilled by its contributors. Besides 
his long-standing contribution as a flight instructor, Arnie has 
also made himself available at Oshkosh every single year, 
giving free rides to people young and old, from flying 
enthusiasts to astronauts and fighter pilots. 

Because Arnie has become a permanent institution at the 
annual convention, EAA honored him with this stone plaque. 

It is our hope that ConocoPhillips, that great aviation stalwart, 
will honor Arnie’s commitment to aviation (and theirs!) with 
a fuel honorarium.


